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ABSTRACT 

The study investigates the implementation of the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SMSA) in schools 

of Dungarpur District, aiming to assess its impact on infrastructure development and student 

performance. A total of 180 respondents, including students, teachers, administrators, and 

parents, participated in the study. Data was collected through structured surveys and semi-

structured interviews, focusing on key areas such as infrastructure improvements, student 

academic performance, and community engagement. The findings reveal significant positive 

changes in infrastructure, particularly in drinking water facilities, toilets, and classroom 

renovations. Additionally, student performance showed notable improvements, with a 20% 

increase in students scoring above 60%, a 10% reduction in the dropout rate, and a 7% 

increase in attendance. These results indicate that SMSA has had a positive impact on both the 

physical environment and academic outcomes in schools, although further attention is needed 

in areas like playgrounds and sports facilities. Overall, the study highlights the effectiveness 

of SMSA in improving the quality of education and school infrastructure, while also identifying 

areas for continued development and engagement. 

Keywords: Infrastructure Development, Student Performance, Teacher Training, Community 

Engagement. Educational Improvement, Attendance Rate, 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Education is the foundation of a progressive 

and equitable society, serving as a key 

driver of individual and national 

development. In India, where diversity in 

socio-economic, cultural, and geographic 

factors poses unique challenges to 

educational access and quality, government 

initiatives play a critical role in bridging the 

gaps. Among these efforts, the Samagra 

Shiksha Abhiyan (SMSA) stands out as a 

comprehensive and integrated program 

aimed at achieving universal access, equity, 

and quality in school education. Launched 

in 2018, SMSA merges the objectives and 

frameworks of earlier schemes like the 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya 

Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA), 

and the Teacher Education (TE) program 

into a unified mission. By addressing the 

educational needs from preschool to higher 

secondary levels, SMSA endeavors to 

create a holistic ecosystem for learning. 
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The implementation of SMSA in 

Dungarpur District, Rajasthan, offers a 

compelling case study of its operational 

dynamics and impact. Located in the 

southernmost part of Rajasthan, Dungarpur 

is predominantly inhabited by tribal 

communities, who constitute over 70% of 

the district's population. The region’s 

socio-economic profile is marked by high 

levels of poverty, dependence on 

agriculture, and limited access to modern 

infrastructure. These factors contribute to 

significant challenges in the education 

sector, including low enrollment rates, high 

dropout rates, inadequate facilities, and a 

scarcity of trained teachers. Girls, children 

with special needs, and economically 

disadvantaged students face even greater 

barriers to accessing quality education. It is 

in this context that SMSA’s initiatives, such 

as improving infrastructure, enhancing 

teacher training, and promoting digital 

education, become crucial. 

The Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan is grounded 

in key principles of equity, inclusion, and 

quality enhancement. By focusing on 

disadvantaged groups, including Scheduled 

Tribes (ST), Scheduled Castes (SC), and 

children with special needs, SMSA seeks to 

bridge gaps in access and learning 

outcomes. The program emphasizes 

foundational literacy and numeracy, a 

critical area for regions like Dungarpur, 

where many students struggle to meet basic 

educational standards. Additionally, SMSA 

integrates modern pedagogical tools, such 

as Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT), to improve teaching and 

learning processes. Teacher training and 

capacity building are central to the 

program’s design, aiming to equip 

educators with the skills needed to address 

diverse student needs effectively. 

Furthermore, SMSA provides financial and 

logistical support for school infrastructure, 

ensuring that basic amenities like toilets, 

libraries, and smart classrooms are 

available. 

Dungarpur’s educational landscape reflects 

both the potential and the challenges of 

implementing SMSA. Despite the 

government’s consistent efforts, the district 

continues to face issues such as resource 

constraints, inadequate monitoring 

mechanisms, and socio-cultural barriers 

that limit the program’s reach and 

effectiveness. For instance, economic 

hardships often compel children, 

particularly girls, to drop out of school to 

contribute to household income. 

Additionally, cultural norms and language 

differences create barriers to effective 

learning in tribal communities. These 

challenges underscore the importance of 

studying SMSA’s implementation in 

Dungarpur to identify best practices, 

address gaps, and offer actionable 

recommendations for improvement. 

The objectives of this study are 

multifaceted, aiming to provide a 

comprehensive analysis of SMSA’s 

implementation in Dungarpur District. The 

research seeks to examine the strategies 

adopted under the program to improve 

educational access, equity, and quality. It 

also evaluates the adequacy of 

infrastructure and resources provided under 

SMSA, assesses the involvement of key 

stakeholders, such as teachers, 

administrators, parents, and community 

members, and identifies the challenges 

encountered during implementation. By 

achieving these objectives, the study aims 

to offer insights that can enhance the 
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effectiveness of SMSA not only in 

Dungarpur but also in similar socio-

economic and cultural contexts across 

India. 

This research holds significant relevance 

for several reasons. Firstly, it provides 

critical insights into the ground-level 

realities of SMSA’s implementation, 

contributing to the broader discourse on 

education policy and its practical 

challenges. Secondly, by focusing on a 

predominantly tribal district, the study 

highlights the educational experiences of 

marginalized communities, often 

overlooked in mainstream educational 

research. Thirdly, the findings of this study 

have the potential to guide policymakers, 

educators, and administrators in refining 

SMSA’s strategies to ensure better 

outcomes. Lastly, by identifying challenges 

and proposing solutions, the research 

contributes to the ongoing efforts to make 

education more inclusive, equitable, and 

impactful. 

To achieve a comprehensive 

understanding, the study employs a mixed-

methods approach, integrating quantitative 

and qualitative data. Primary data 

collection involves surveys and interviews 

with students, teachers, parents, and school 

administrators in Dungarpur. Secondary 

data sources include government reports, 

academic studies, and SMSA guidelines. 

This methodological framework ensures a 

holistic analysis of the program’s 

implementation and outcomes. By 

combining statistical data with qualitative 

narratives, the study captures the multi-

dimensional impact of SMSA on the 

district’s schools. 

Despite its transformative potential, the 

implementation of SMSA in regions like 

Dungarpur is fraught with challenges. 

Limited funding, inadequate infrastructure, 

and teacher shortages are among the most 

pressing issues. Weak monitoring and 

evaluation mechanisms often hinder the 

program’s efficiency, while socio-cultural 

factors, such as gender biases and 

traditional norms, further complicate its 

execution. Addressing these challenges 

requires a collaborative approach involving 

all stakeholders—government authorities, 

educators, parents, and local communities. 

The study aims to illuminate these 

complexities and propose evidence-based 

solutions to enhance SMSA’s 

effectiveness. 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

Anthony, Anusha et at., (2024). India has 

achieved notable advancements in 

increasing the number of literate 

individuals, disparities between genders 

continue to exist, and a substantial segment 

of the population still lacks basic reading 

and writing skills. Quality primary 

education is crucial, but challenges like 

learning deficiencies and out-of-school 

children persist. The Sustainable 

Development Goals prioritize universal 

access to quality education by 2030. The 

Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan aims to address 

these challenges by amalgamating various 

education schemes and focusing on equity 

and inclusivity. This paper analyzes the 

Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, highlighting its 

impact, challenges, and policy 

recommendations. Key areas include 

integrated planning, quality interventions, 

vocational education, monitoring 

mechanisms, and community engagement. 

Despite successes, challenges like resource 
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constraints and socio-cultural barriers 

remain. Policy modifications aligned with 

the National Education Policy 2020 are 

proposed to enhance effectiveness. 

Through the utilization of specific tactics, 

the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan can further 

its objective of providing inclusive, fair, 

and top-notch education for every 

individual in India. 

Roy, Kavita et al., (2024). This systematic 

review investigates the impact, 

effectiveness, inclusivity, and 

implementation challenges of the Samagra 

Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) in India's 

educational landscape. The SSA, launched 

in 2018, integrates the Sarva Shiksha 

Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik 

Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA), and Teacher 

Education (TE) programs, aiming to create 

a seamless continuum of education from 

pre-primary to senior secondary levels. A 

comprehensive literature search across five 

databases identified 65 relevant studies. 

These studies indicate that the SSA has 

significantly improved access to education, 

particularly for girls and marginalized 

communities, through enhanced 

infrastructure and targeted interventions. 

However, challenges persist in ensuring 

quality education. Teacher training 

programs often lack consistency and 

context-specific modules, and curriculum 

reforms and technology integration require 

more extensive implementation. Inclusivity 

has improved, with better access for 

children with disabilities and successful 

early childhood education interventions, 

although resource gaps remain. Digital 

education initiatives like DIKSHA show 

promise but are hindered by the digital 

divide, necessitating substantial investment 

in digital infrastructure. Implementation 

challenges, including inadequate funding, 

bureaucratic hurdles, and lack of 

accountability, impede the effective 

realization of SSA's goals. Addressing 

these issues is crucial for enhancing the 

program's impact. Based on these findings, 

the review recommends strengthening 

teacher training, expanding digital 

infrastructure, increasing funding, 

implementing targeted interventions for 

marginalized groups, and enhancing 

accountability mechanisms. These 

measures are vital for SSA to achieve its 

objectives of providing equitable and 

quality education to all children in India. 

Swargiary, Khritish  et al., (2023). Samagra 

Shiksha Abhiyan, often abbreviated as 

SSA, is a landmark initiative undertaken by 

the Government of India to revolutionize 

the education system and bring about 

positive changes in the lives of millions of 

children across the country. Launched in 

2001, this ambitious program aims to 

provide quality education to all children, 

irrespective of their background, socio-

economic status, or geographical location. 

This book is a comprehensive exploration 

of the journey and impact of Samagra 

Shiksha Abhiyan on the Indian education 

landscape. 

Khanna, Pallavi. (2021) Funding policies in 

the education sector have undergone 

significant change over the years in India. 

In recent years, one such big change is the 

integration of three major flagship 

programmes for education, namely: Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya 

Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) & 

Teacher Education (TE) under one 

umbrella scheme known as Samagra 

Shiksha Abhiyan (SMSA). As financial 

year 2018-19 is the initial year for 
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implementation of the scheme, hence, this 

paper explores the planning and budgeting 

aspects of the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan in 

selected states of India. The study has been 

carried out for the eight states, viz., Andhra 

Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Uttarakhand, 

Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, and 

Delhi, for the period of 2018-19 to 2019-20. 

The paper studies the financing of 

education under SMSA. The paper also 

analyses the distribution of support from 

the union government under the scheme. 

Drawing on the lessons from such analysis, 

the historical background and past 

experiences of implementation of previous 

education schemes, viz., Sarva Shiksha 

Abhiyan, Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha 

Abhiyan, and Teacher Education, the paper 

examines the design and ground level 

challenges of the Samagra Shiksha 

Abhiyan in selected states of India. 

Khan, Mahmood et al., (2010). The present 

study was undertaken to study the 

implementation of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 

(SSA) programme with respect to schools. 

educational guarantee scheme centres 

(EGS), infrastructural facilities, selection of 

teachers, Mid-day meal scheme, enrolment 

of Gujjar and Bakerwal students and 

enrolment of girl students in district 

Anantnag. The sample consists of all the 

507 SSA schools of district Anantnag. Self 

constructed information blank and check 

list were used for the collection of data and 

percentage Statistics was used for the 

analysis of data. The results of the study 

highlight that SSA has opened 507 schools 

in all the 12 educational zones of district 

Anantnag with total enrolment of 23590. A 

total of 1200 teachers have been appointed 

making over all pupil teacher ratio (PTR) of 

1:20 in all the zones of the district 

Anantnag. There has been 16%o increase in 

enrolment front 2008 to 2009.No provision 

has been made by the government for toilet 

and drinking water facilities in majority of 

these schools .All the education Guarantee 

scheme (EGS) centers were housed in 

single rooms donated by education 

volunteers (EV'S) themselves. Ninety eight 

percent of teachers have received training 

under SSA. The study also reveals that the 

overall enrollment of Gujjar and Bakerwals 

is 417 in these SSA schools. 

III. RESEARCH OF 

METHODOLOGY  

 Research Design: A descriptive research 

design was employed to assess the current 

state of SMSA implementation in schools 

across Dungarpur District. The study 

focused on evaluating the impact of the 

program on infrastructure development, 

student performance. 

 Population and Sample: The study 

targeted a population of schools in 

Dungarpur District that had implemented 

the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. A total of 

180 respondents were selected through a 

stratified random sampling method, 

ensuring representation from various 

groups involved in the education system. 

Students (120): Representing the primary 

beneficiaries of the program. 

Teachers (30): Educators directly involved 

in the implementation and delivery of the 

program. 

Parents (15): Key stakeholders in the 

educational process. 
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 Administrators (10): School leadership 

involved in governance and strategic 

planning. 

 Others (5): Community members or local 

education staff who contribute indirectly to 

the program’s success. 

Data Collection Methods 

Surveys: A structured questionnaire was 

developed to collect quantitative data on the 

implementation of SMSA in schools. The 

survey included questions on infrastructure 

improvements, student performance (pre- 

and post-implementation), and community 

engagement. Respondents were asked to 

rate the progress of various infrastructure 

elements and the changes in academic 

performance and school engagement post-

implementation. 

Data Analysis 

Quantitative Data: The data collected 

through the surveys was analyzed using 

descriptive statistics to calculate 

frequencies, percentages, and 

improvements in key areas. Tables and 

graphs were created to present the data 

visually. The interviews and field 

observations were analyzed thematically to 

identify recurring patterns and insights 

regarding the implementation process, 

challenges, and areas for improvement..  

IV. DATA ANALYSIS AND 

INTERPRETATION  

Table: 1 Demographic Profile of 

Respondents 

Category Count Percentage 

Students 120 66.7% 

Teachers 30 16.7% 

Parents 15 8.3% 

Administrators 10 5.6% 

Others 5 2.8% 

Total 180 100% 

 

 

Figure 1: Demographic Profile of 

Respondents 

The demographic profile of respondents in 

this study reveals that the majority of 

participants were students, making up 

66.7% of the total sample. This suggests 

that the study predominantly reflects the 

experiences and perspectives of students, 

who are the primary beneficiaries of the 

Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. Teachers 

represented 16.7% of the sample, 

highlighting their crucial role in the 

implementation of the program and the 

educational process. Parents accounted for 

8.3% of the respondents, indicating their 

involvement in the educational experience 

but in a smaller proportion compared to 

120

30

15 10 5
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students and teachers. Administrators made 

up 5.6% of the respondents, emphasizing 

their role in school governance and the 

strategic application of the program. A 

smaller group, categorized as "others" 

(2.8%), likely represents community 

members or local educational staff whose 

perspectives are also valuable but less 

represented in the sample. Overall, the 

sample provides a comprehensive view of 

the stakeholders involved in the 

implementation of the Samagra Shiksha 

Abhiyan, with a clear focus on student 

experiences. 

Table 2: Impact of SMSA 

implementation on Infrastructure 

Development 

Infrastructur

e Element 

Improve

d (Yes) 

Not 

Improve

d (No) 

Classroom 

Renovation 

100 80 

Access to 

Toilets 

120 60 

Drinking 

Water Facility 

140 40 

Playground 

and Sports 

Facilities 

90 90 

 

Figure 2: Impact of SMSA 

implementation on Infrastructure 

Development 

Table 2 highlights the impact of the 

Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SMSA) on 

infrastructure development in schools. The 

data shows notable improvements across 

various infrastructure elements, with the 

most significant being in drinking water 

facilities, where 140 out of 180 schools 

(77.78%) reported improvements. Access 

to toilets also saw considerable progress, 

with 120 schools (66.67%) indicating 

upgrades. Classroom renovations were 

implemented in 100 schools (55.56%), 

which represents a solid effort in improving 

learning environments, though 80 schools 

(44.44%) have yet to see these 

improvements. The playground and sports 

facilities showed a more balanced outcome, 

with equal representation of schools 

reporting improvements (90 schools, or 

50%) and those not seeing any changes (90 

schools, or 50%), indicating that this area 

may require further attention and 

investment. Overall, the SMSA program 

has had a positive impact on essential 

school infrastructure, particularly in 
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sanitation and water access, but areas such 

as sports facilities still show room for 

growth. 

Table: 3 Student Performance (Pre- and 

Post-Implementation) 

Categ

ory 

Pre-

Impleme

ntation 

(%) 

Post-

Impleme

ntation 

(%) 

Improv

ement 

(%) 

Stude

nts 

Scori

ng 

Abov

e 60% 

50% 70% +20% 

Dropo

ut 

Rate 

30% 20% -10% 

Atten

dance 

Rate 

85% 92% +7% 

Table 2 the data on student performance 

before and after the implementation of the 

Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SMSA) shows 

positive outcomes in key areas. The 

percentage of students scoring above 60% 

increased by 20%, from 50% pre-

implementation to 70% post-

implementation, indicating an 

improvement in academic performance as a 

result of the program. Additionally, the 

dropout rate decreased by 10%, from 30% 

to 20%, suggesting that SMSA has 

contributed to better retention and reduced 

student attrition. The attendance rate also 

saw an increase of 7%, from 85% to 92%, 

reflecting higher student engagement and 

participation in school activities. These 

improvements highlight the effectiveness 

of the SMSA in enhancing student 

performance, reducing dropout rates, and 

promoting consistent school attendance. 

V. CONCLUSION 

The implementation of Samagra Shiksha 

Abhiyan (SMSA) in the schools of 

Dungarpur District has yielded significant 

improvements in various aspects of 

education. The program has positively 

impacted infrastructure development, 

particularly in providing access to toilets 

and drinking water facilities, which are 

essential for creating a conducive learning 

environment. Furthermore, the initiative 

has led to improved student performance, 

as evidenced by the increase in the 

percentage of students scoring above 60%, 

a decrease in the dropout rate, and a rise in 

attendance. While the infrastructure 

upgrades have been notable, there is still 

room for further development, especially in 

areas like playgrounds and sports facilities. 

The data also suggests that the program has 

successfully engaged students, teachers, 

and parents, with a clear emphasis on 

student-centered improvements. However, 

the relatively lower involvement of 

community stakeholders, such as parents 

and local contributors, indicates a potential 

area for strengthening. Overall, Samagra 

Shiksha Abhiyan has had a positive impact 

on education in Dungarpur District, but 

continued efforts are needed to address 

remaining challenges and ensure 

sustainable, long-term benefits. 
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